
To: Ardillo, Anne[ARDILLO.ANNE@EPA.GOV]; Gerdes, Jason[Gerdes.Jason@epa.gov]; 
McPherson, Ann[McPherson.Ann@epa.gov]; Plenys, Thomas[Pienys.Thomas@epa.gov] 
From: Sysu m, Scott 
Sent: Wed 3/30/2016 4:14:43 PM 
Subject: FW: Shale and Hydraulic Fracturing- March 29, 2016 

NGOs criticize federal agencies' draft study finding hydraulic fracturing can be done offshore without 
significant environmental impacts. In comments, the Center for Biological Diversity and Environmental Defense 
Center criticized a draft programmatic enviromnental assessment by the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
(BOEM) and the Bureau of Safety and Enviromnental Enforcement (BSEE) of hydraulic fracturing on the Pacific 
Outer Continental Shelf. The groups had sued the Interior Department, claiming it had approved permits allowing 
offshore hydraulic fracturing without performing the review required by the National Enviromnental Policy Act. 
BOEM and BSEE resolved the suit by agreeing to halt new approvals for hydraulic fracturing and conduct an 
enviromnental review. The agencies' draft assessment finds that using hydraulic fracturing at 22 rigs off the coast of 
Southern California would present no significant impact. The groups' comments asserted that hydraulic fracturing 
would use chemicals that could not be adequately studied and would extend the lives of oil platforms that would 
otherwise shut down. The agencies expect to issue a final assessment in May. 

v/r 

Scott Sysum 

National Older Worker Career Center 

Energy Specialist 

U.S. EPA Region IX 

Environmental Review Section (ENF-4-2) 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

voice-415-972-37 42; fax-415-94 7-3562 
Email:~~~~~~'-"' 

From: Sidley News [mailto:snews@sidley.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 11:15 AM 
To: Sysum, Scott <Sysum.Scott@epa.gov> 
Subject: Shale and Hydraulic Fracturing- March 29, 2016 
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SIDLEY UPDATE 

This week in hydraulic fracturing: 

•CCCCCCCC The Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued its final rule on silica. 

•CCCCCCCC The U.S. and NGO appellants filed opening briefs in their appeal of stay of Bureau of Land 
Management's rule governing hydraulic fracturing on federal and tribal lands. 

•CCCCCCCC NGOs criticized federal agencies' draft environmental assessment supporting offshore drilling 
using hydraulic fracturing. 

•CCJCCCCC The Pennsylvania Independent Petroleum Producers Association challenged Pennsylvania's 
new oil and gas drilling regulations. 

•CCCJCCCC The Colorado House approved a bill that would establish earthquake liability for oil and gas 
drillers. 

•CCJJ[CJC Two men could face a prison sentence for selling water reserved for agriculture to a hydraulic 
fracturing company. 

•CCCCCCCC An Energy Information Administration drilling report predicted a decrease in oil production in 
2016 and 2017. 

ED_ 001 0638 _ 00000627-00002 



•======== The environmental group Center for Western Priorities issued a report on oil- and gas-related 
spills in Colorado. 

CONTACTS 

If you have any questions regarding this Sidley Update, please contact the Sidley lawyer with whom you 
usually work, or 

Roger Martella Sam Boxerman Jim Wedeking 

Joel Visser Ben Tannen 

+1 202 736 8883 +1 202 736 8574 

RELATED PRACTICES 
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FOLLOW US: 

Attorney Advertising- For purposes of compliance with New York State Bar rules, our headquarters are Sidley Austin LLP, 787 Seventh Avenue, 
New York, NY 10019, 212.839.5300; One South Dearborn, Chicago, IL 60603, 312.853.7000; and 1501 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005, 
202.736.8000. Sidley Austin provides this information as a service to clients and other friends for educational purposes only. It should not be 
construed or relied on as legal advice or to create a lawyer-client relationship. 

Sidley Austin LLP, 1501 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 
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